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How to Make Sense of Reduction Linocut
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What is Reduction Linocut? (what other kinds of linocut are there?)
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Why Reduction Linocut is Totally Awesome:
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A case study: Unconscious Movement
$
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Why are we working in Sharpie? This brand-name permanent marker is the tried and true tool of many
linocut artists including myself. However, it behaves diAerently on porous "battleship" linoleum than on
the vinyl-like surface Ive been purchasing by the foot through my studio. If you've been doing some
trial and error on your own, you may have noticed that the marker sometimes transfers during printing,
and not just on your Frst print. That Sharpie residue can linger through your Frst twenty prints, and lots
of printmakers only do editions of ten or twenty. 

On the battleship linoleum I make my drawing in Sharpie, leave it at least a day (you can be carving
during that time), then clean it oA with a solvent. I've used both mineral spirits and blanket wash. The
residue that transfers when you print comes oA, AND (here's the magic) your lines stay faintly in place
from the staining properties of this marker. I thought it was all Fne-liners but it is only Sharpie in my
experience. Those faded lines will stay on your block through a decent amount of carving and printing.
Keep an eye on them as you make your way through this process and reinforce them as needed.

On the vinyl-like lino I used for this print, if you use solvent to remove the marker, it comes of
completely: no helpful staining. My strategy is to leave it be, and ignore the transferrence in the early
layers of my project. In the Fnal layers, I usually have enough carved that I dont need my linework any
longer and I clean it oA. The last two layers, as transparent as I'm printing, are still enough to cover any
lingering sharpie marks on the prints.
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